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committee of elections, where all the adverse party did muster strongly against me, and yet J only lost it by two votes, which I looked upon OH half a victory at that time
of the clay.
May 11. Was appointed to consider of his Majesty's speech, as to that part where he told us that he was willing to concur with his Parliament in passing a bill for limiting a popish successor, BO that he should not be able to alter the Government and religion as now by law established, but he would not suffer the tiiicccssion itself to be touched. Against this day a committee had been appointed to examine Coleman's letters, and to make? a report to the House of whatever related therein to the Duke of York. The committee reported that (hey found in the said letters that the Duke had written thrice to the Pope; that his first letter miscarried ; the second gave HO great satisfaction to his holiness that the old man wept for joy; the third was to excuse his consenting to marry his eldest daughter to the Prince of Orange, the necessity of affairs requiring it in that conjuncture (or to that effect); that in the treaties which Coleman managed with the French King's confessor (Le Chase) he used the Duke's name and authority for promoting the Catholic, emine, and for setting that religion in England; but there wan nothing mentioned of the Duke'n being concerned in any other part of the plot, or in the design of attempting upon the King's life.
Debate then began what method to follow, whether the House should proceed to frame a bill after the method offered by the King, or of exclusion from the Crown. Those that were for the bill of limitation said that the Government and religion might be as .safely preserved that way aa the other; for by that a small revenue might be settled upon a popish successor whilst he continued of that religion; the, militia might be setiled out of hin power; a IVi'iament should be empowered to be culled